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Grade 6:  

Define Normal by Julie Ann Peters 

When Antonia is assigned to Jazz as a peer counselor, she figures there is no way she can help 
this tattooed, pierced, hopeless girl. They are complete opposites. Antonia is a straight-A 
student whose parents are divorced, and she is struggling to keep what's left of her family 
together as her mother battles depression. Jazz's family is wealthy and seemingly perfect. As 
they continue through the 15 hours of peer counseling, it becomes clear that both girls have 
issues they need to work through. They go from wary classmates to friends who support and 
help one another. As Antonia's mother is hospitalized for her depression, Jazz battles her own 
mother's need to control by quitting the one thing she loves most-playing classical piano. Both 
girls deal with their losses by finding new ways to look at their problems and to resume life as 
"normally" as possible. This believable book is well -written and readers will feel that they know 
both Jazz and Antonia, and they will want to see them triumph over the frustrations in their 
lives. 
 

 

Rules by Cynthia Lord 

Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life, which is near impossible when you have a 
brother with autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to 
teach David the rules from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in 
public"---in order to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets 
Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, 
it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is 
normal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 7:  

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum 
with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’s heart with just one smile. She 
sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. 
At first. 
 
Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and 
Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can destroy 
her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a 
tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love. 
 
 
 
All of the Above   by Shelley Pearsall 
 
Based on a true story, All of the Above is the delightful and suspenseful story of four inner city 
students and their quest to build the world's largest tetrahedron. Weaving together the 
different personal stories of the kids, their teacher, and the community that surrounds them, 
award-winning author Shelley Pearsall has written a vividly engaging story about math, life, and 
good-tasting barbecue. Filled with unexpected humor, poignant characters and quiet brilliance, 
All of the Above is a surprising gem. 
 

NEW this Year Warp Speed  by Lisa Yee 

 Entering 7th grade is no big deal for Marley Sandelski: Same old boring classes, same old boring 
life. The only thing he has to look forward to is the upcoming Star Trek convention. But when he 
inadvertently draws the attention of Digger Ronster, the biggest bully in school, his life has 
officially moved from boring to far too dramatic . . . from invisible to center stage. 

  



Grade 8:  

Schooled by Gordon Korman 

Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never watched television. He's never tasted a pizza. He’s never 
heard of a wedgie. Since he was little, his only experience has been living on a farm commune 
and being home-schooled by his hippie grandmother, Rain. But when Rain falls out of a tree 
while picking plums and has to stay in the hospital, Cap is forced to move in with a guidance 
counselor and her cranky teen daughter and attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a 
lot about tie-dying and Zen Buddhism, no education could prepare him for the politics of public 
school. Right from the beginning, Cap's weirdness makes him a moving target at Claverage 
Middle School (dubbed C-Average by the students). He has long, ungroomed hair; wears hemp 
clothes; and practices tai chi on the lawn. Once Zack Powers, big man on campus, spots Cap, he 
can't wait to introduce him to the age-old tradition at C-Average: the biggest nerd is nominated 
for class president…and wins. 
 

 

Bystander by James Preller 

Eric is the new kid in seventh grade. Griffin wants to be his friend. When you’re new in town, 
it’s hard to know who to hang out with—and who to avoid. Griffin seems cool, confident, and 
popular. 
 
But something isn’t right about Griffin. He always seems to be in the middle of bad things. And 
if Griffin doesn't like you, you’d better watch your back. There might be a target on it. 
 
As Eric gets drawn deeper into Griffin’s dark world, he begins to see the truth about Griffin: 
He’s a liar, a bully, a thief. Eric wants to break away, do the right thing. But in one shocking 
moment, he goes from being a bystander . . . to the bully’s next victim. 
 
 


